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The Relationship between the Understanding of, and Attitude
towards Discovery Method in Science Teaching among Students
at Colleges of Education at Riyadh

Dr. Abdullah Ali Al-Hussain
King Saud University, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

Abstract. The adoption of some teachers of science of the traditional methods of teaching leads to con-
centrating on the cognitive aspect, to the exclusion of the other important aspects that are necessary for
the growth of the student such as the psychodynamic and emotive aspects. In the meantime, more atten-
tion in the educational fields is given to the necessity of the student’s participation in the learning process,
if not making him a fundamental center in this process. Further, more emphasis is laid on the role of the
teacher in directing, stimulating and organizing the educational situation to the extent that permits the
utmost mental and physical activity for the learner.

The Discovery Method is considered one of the most well-known methods that make available the
educational situation that gives the chance to the exercise of the mental and physical activity of the student
during learning and teaching science. Several studies have proved the superiority of the discovery methods
of teaching science over the traditional methods of teaching as far as the growth of several potentialities
in the students in concerned. This confirms the importance of the Discovery Method in the teaching of
sceince and justifies the conducting of more studies of the extent of its use by the teachers, their attitudes
towards it, and the relation between these attitudes and their conception of this method, especially during
their preparation in pre-service institutions of teacher education.

Accordingly, the research is an attempt to identify the extent of the understanding of boy and girl stu-
dents at the Colleges of Education in Riyadh, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia of the Discovery Method, on the
one hand, and their psychological position or attitudes towards it, on the other. The subjects of the
research comnsist of the whole population of the boy and girl students in the third and fourth years, since
section (Physics, Chemistry, Botany and Zoology). The number of the students at the Faculty of Educa-
tion, King Saud University, amounts to 31 students, whereas the number or girl students at the Girls Col-
lege for Education amounts to 50 students.

In order to answer the questions of the research, and to accept or reject the assumptions, two tools
were made use of: the first was the “Test for understanding the Discovery Method” which consisted of 23
questions; the second was the “Measure of Attitude Towards the Methods” that consisted of 24 phrases.
The results were then analysed by means of certain statistical treatments such as ‘T’ test, and coefficient
variant. The results of the research indicate that there are no differences of statistical significance between
the boy students and girl students in the understanding of the Discovery Method and their attitudes
towards it. As to the relationship between the understanding of the Discovery Method and the attitude
towards it, the results of the study reveal that there is a positive relationship between them. The research
is concluded by the introduction of a set of recommendations for those responsible for teaching in the
institutions of science teacher preparation.
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Teaching Learning Experiences in Geography Instruction in
Intermediate Schools in Saudi Arabia

Dr. Soliman M. Al-Jabr
Associate Professor, College of Education, King Saud University, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

The objectives of this study is to answer the following questions:

1- What are the common methods of teaching Geography in Saudi Arabia Intermediate Schools.

2- Are the Schools’ Libraries sufficient in giving the teaching and learning in geography instraction.

3- Can the extra curricula in teaching geography help to accomplish the objectives of teaching geography?

The researcher have deeloped a questionaire to answer these questions, and distributed in the inter-
mediate Schools in Saudi Arabia.

The researcher have found out, that the lecture is the common method in teaching geography.

The study found out the libraries in the schools do not have any geography books, and there is very limited
number of geography labs in the schools. ' :
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Instructional Media: Meaning and Importance
in Instruction and Learning

Dr. Saleh M. Al-Dubasi
King Saud University, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

Abstract. The title of this study is “Instructional media: meaning and importance in instruction and
learning”. The study has stated its aim which is the answer to these two questions:

What is Instructional Media?

What are the expected advantages from the utilization of instructional media in instruction and learn-
ing?

This study has provided some studies which focus on the importance of instructional media and the
factors affecting the utilization. Some questions which are usually asked by educationalists have also been
raised. The study has also tried to differentiate between educational technology, instructional technology,
instructional media and technology in education. At the end of the study, there are some points which
indicate the importance of instructional media.
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The Afttitudes of Intermediate School Students towards
Handicapped People, and the Relationship of these
Attitudes with some variables

Dr. Zaidan Ahmad Sartawi
Assistant Professor, Special Education Department
King Saud University, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

Abstract. This study aimed to investigate the attitudes of intermediate school students towards hand-
icapped people and the relationship of these attitudes with the type of handicap, the previous experience
with handicapped persons, the visibility of the handicap, and the effect of parents educational level on the
attitude towards the handicapped.

Yuker’s Modified Attitude Scale was applied on 345 students in Riyadh schools.

The study reached the following conclusions:

1 — Intermediate level students revelead positive attitudes in general. The attitude towards the type
of handicap was negative towards the mentally retarded and positive towards the other types of handicap.

2 — The attitudes of students towards the handicapped. The attitudes were statistically significant in
the following variables ~ the type of handicap, previous experience with handicapped persons, the visibil-
ity of the handicap and the educational level of the father. The effect of the educational level of the mother
was not statistically significant.

3 — The attitudes of the students was more positive towards apparent handicap (visual and physical)
and negative towards the non apparent handicap (mental and hearing).

4 — The attitudes of the students who actually known handicapped persons and the students whose
fathers have a low level of education was more positive towards handicapped people than students who
do not know handicapped people and whose fathers have a high level of education.
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Educational Superintendent Perception of Educational
Supervisor’s Qualifications and Functions in Saudi Arabia

Ali S, Al-Karni and Muwafig F. Al-Ruweili
Assistant Professors, Educational Administration/ Curriculum and Instruction,
College of Education, King Saud University, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

This study identifies the educational supervisor’s qualifications and functions as perceived by educa-
tional superintendents. To achieve this aim all the study population were requested to participate in
answering a questionnaire which has been developed for the study. Means, frequency distribution, per-
centage and rank order were used to analysis the data collected.

Result revealed the necessity of bachelor degree and a very good experience in teaching as an essen-

tial qualifications to whom may asume educational supervisory work. The study showed also the impor-
tance of fulfiling priorty in major supervisor functions, such as teachers professional development, cur-
riculum development and improvement and evaluation of school services. It emphasized the urgent need
to reorganize supervisory functions to enclude all supervisory expectancy regarding educational improve-
ments.
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