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The Effectiveness of the Realistic Model
in Teaching Science
at the Elementary Stage

Professor Khalil Y. Khalili

Abstract This study aimed at assessing the effectiveness of the Realististic Model in the boys science
classes at the elementary stage in the United Arab Emirates. Two aspects of learning outcomes were of
focal concern. The first one was the model’s effect on enhancing student’s achievement in science. The
second one was its effect on enhancing factors of intrerest to science teaching other than achievement.
These include : facilitating understanding science concepts,increasing student’s involvement, making
science lessons interesting, promoting cooperation among students, strengthening believeing in God, and

transmitting awareness of science applications in their lives.

The experiment was carried out during the second semester of the school year 1995/1996. An
experimental group consisting of two sections (N=61) were taught according to the Realistic Model.
Whereas a ‘control group of other two sections (N=60) were taught by the same teacher according to the

traditional method that emphasizes demonstration, lecture and discussion.

The data analysis revealed statistically significant difference in achievement in science between the
experimental and the control group in favor of the experimental. Which means that the Realistic Model
was effective according to student’s views in enhancing thier achievement. Moreover, the data obtained
form a questionnaire revealed a considerable success in all the other of factors interest to science teaching

mentioned previously.
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