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The purpose of the study was to determine the
administrative, technical, and educational obstacles that
hinder computer teaching at elementary school. The
sample of the study consisted of (74) elementary and
middle school principals in Madenah Monawwarah. The
results reveled that there was a number of high,
moderate, low hindrance related to the three factors.
Results also showed that there was no significant
difference at the (0.05) level between the perceptions of
school principals according to the number of years of
administrative experience. Results have also reveled that
there were no significant differences at the (0.05) level
between the means of the perception of the principals
according to the type of the school building
(governmental, rental); and the geographical location of
the school (in Madenah, outside Madenah (village)). The
study provided a number of recommendations to
overcome the obstacles of computer education at
elementary school.
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of

The aim of this research was to describe the stages

of marriage: events, and types of relationships,
particularirly, the partners conflict. As a result, there are
three major stages of marriage:

1-

stage I: at which the couples experience a harmony
and matual delight. This stage is characterized by
openness, optimism, and mutual engrossment. It is
wonderfull, but it does not last.

Stage II: at which Conflict surfaces, failure intrudes
and boredom casts its pall. Marital conflict generally
Jollows a well orderd pattern.There are certain stages
within this pattern. These stages as follows: 1) the
latent stage, 2) the trigger stage, 3) the clash stage, 4)
the increase of conflict stage, 5) the search -for-
aalliies stage, 6) the search for alternate - sources of
gratification stage, 7) the dissolution stage. However,
the couple responses to conflict have been identified as
well as certain types of marital relationships.

Stage III: at which an attempt to transform mutual
attraction into a lasting love which means mutual
accommodation. The couple have brought their
expectations for their relationship into some kind of
equilibrium with their every day life. Conclusions and
recommendations were drown based upon these ideas.
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The purpose of this study was to survey the attitudes

of a sample of Saudi society towards recovering drug
addicts. After reviewing the relevant literature, a number
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of research questions relating to societal attitudes
towards recovering addicts were formed.

A questionnaire for measuring “attitudes towards
recovering addicts” was designed and distributed to a
sample of 440 subjects (males and females). The data
was analyzed through a number of statistical techniques
including: means, frequencies, t-Test and analysis of
variance.

The results indicated that subjects showed
sympathetic tendency with recovering addicts, but tended
to show little acceptance of the recovering addict with
regard to situations involving interpersonal interaction.
No satistically significant differences between males and
Jemales were observed, except for four aspects pertaining
to interpersonal interaction. Recommendations and
suggestions for further studies in the field were stated.
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This article reports on a study of the beliefs about
language learning of a group of students learning Arabic
as Foreign Language (AFL) in Saudi Arabia. A
language learning belief questionnaire (LLBQ), which
consists of five major areas (the nature of language
learning, the nature of Arabic, the role of the teacher,
foreign language aptitude and learning and
communication strategies), was developed and used to
collect data about AFL learners’ beliefs. The results of
the study reveal that although AFL learners’ beliefs
about the nature of language learning, foreign language
aptitude and learning strategies seem to be positive and
promising, their beliefs about teachers’ roles appear to
be discouraging. The implications of these findings for
classroom intervention have been discussed.
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Introduction:

A major area of second language acquisition research is the role
played by learner variables in the process of learning a second
language. One of these variables is the beliefs learners hold about
language learning. According to Hosenfeld (1978), students form
‘mini theories’ of L2 learning. Self-report data reveal that students
hold various assumptions on the nature of language and language
learning (Cohen 1984, 1987, Horwitz 1987; Politzer 1983; Wenden
1986). Wenden (1998) also suggests that learners of different ages
and with different proficiency levels will have acquired some
knowledge about learning, which influences their approach to
learning and the expectations they hold about the outcome of their
efforts.

As a result, there has been increased focus on learners’ beliefs
about the nature of language and language learning in the last two
decades (Wenden 1986, 1987; Horwitz 1987, 1988; Luppescu and
Day 1990; Barcelos 1995; Cotterall 1995, 1999; Kern 1995; Park
1995; Truitt 1995; Oh 1996; Hurt 1997; Kunt 1997; Mori 1999a,
1999b; Wen and Johnson 1997; Benson and Lor 1999). However,
most of these studies have been carried out with ESL and EFL
learners. To the best of my knowledge, no study has been conducted
with learners of Arabic in Saudi Arabia.

The importance of learner beliefs:

Many scholars have highlighted the importance and benefit of
having language learners think about language learning- their own
beliefs about learning and their preferred learning strategies.
Cotterall (1999: 493) argues that investigation of learners’ beliefs
which inform different behaviours in the classroom is useful in making
teachers aware of different types of learners that need to be
accommodated. Benson & Lor (1999: 460) also claim that if language
teachers wish to influence their students’ attitudes and behaviours,
they need to address the underlying beliefs on which they are based.
Furthermore, Wenden (1986) considers that if we are to discover what
characterises successful language learning, we need to discover what
students believe or know about their learning, and to provide
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activities that will allow students to examine these beliefs and their
possible impact on how they approach learning. Schulz (1996) also
recommends that in order to establish pedagogical credibility and
increase students’ commitment to learning, teachers should make an
effort to explore students’ beliefs about language learning so as to
establish a better fit between their own and their students’
expectations.

Sakui and Gaies (1999: 487) have pointed out that the
information gathered from investigating learners’ beliefs can lead to
more effective instructional planning and implementation for teachers,
and to more effective in- and out- of-class language learning
behaviors as well as, greater self-knowledge and autonomy for
learners.

In the model proposed by Abraham and Vann (1987), learner
beliefs guide the approach they take in a specific learning context, and
the approach is manifested in observable and unobservable strategies,
which directly influence the degree of successful learning. It has also
been found that beliefs about language learning relate to learner
strategies (Yang 1992; Park 1995) as well as to learner anxiety about
language learning (Horwitz 1989; Truitt 1995).

Horwitz (1985) suggests that a systematic assessment of students’
beliefs would greatly facilitate learning in the foreign language
methods course. Tudor (1996: 51) also claims that teachers need to
discover what their students’ beliefs about language learning are,
“and to understand how these beliefs influence their approach to
learning in terms of both their individual learning strategies and their
likely reaction to different teaching methodologies”. Wenden (1998)
goes beyond that and suggests that the assessment of students’ beliefs
should be part of any language course and she points out that by
examining learners’ beliefs teachers can develop a profile of the
metacognitive knowledge of their students.

The impact of learning environment on learner beliefs:

Horwitz (1999) reviews the results of several studies which used
the Beliefs about Language Learning Inventory (BALLI), and found
that differences in learners’ beliefs may to some degree reflect
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cultural differences, but it seems more likely that they have to do with
the relative status of language learning in the various countries. She
concluded that it is possible that “contextual differences in the
language learning situation as well as specific classroom practices....
would have an impact on learner beliefs” (Horwitz 1999: 575).

In addition, the notion that beliefs are influenced by learning
setting is supported indirectly by two studies. Benson and Lor (1999)
put forth the notion that beliefs about learning should not be viewed
independently of context but rather as functional in a given context of
learning. In developing their questionnaire, Sakui and Gaies (1999)
aimed for a “context-sensitive” instrument, i.e. which would tap the
beliefs relevant to their study context: the learning of English in
Japan.

The foregoing discussion implies that AFL (Arabic Foreign
Language) learners may hold different beliefs about language
learning from ESL and EFL learners, dues to the major differences
that exist between the two settings.

Classifying learner beliefs:

Learner beliefs have proved difficult to identify and classify in
any systematic way (Benson & Lor 1999). There are, however, some
classifications of learners’ beliefs in the literature.

Wenden (1987) identifies three main categories of learner beliefs:

o Category 1, Use the language, which includes: Learn the
natural way- practice- think in your second language- live and
study in an environment where the target language is spoken-
don 't worry about mistakes.

o Category 2, Learn about the language, which involves: learn
grammar and vocabulary- take a formal course- learn from

mistakes- be mentally active.

o Category 3, The importance of personal factors, which
includes: the emotional aspect is important- self-concept-
aptitude for learning.
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The BALLI which was developed by Horwitz (1987) is one of the
most important inventories of learners’ beliefs, and has been used in
at least 13 published studies and doctoral dissertations with a variety
of student and teacher populations (Horwitz 1999). The BALLI
contains thirty four items and assesses students beliefs in five major
areas:

o Difficulty of language learning;

e Foreign language aptitude;

o The nature of language learning;

e Learning and communication strategies;
® Motivations and expectations.

Cotterall (1995) also identified six major belief dimensions based
on students’ responses to her questionnaire:

o The role of the teacher;

e The role of the feedback;

e Learner independence;

e Learner confidence in study ability;

e Experience of language learning;
e Approach to studying .

To explore the structure of learner beliefs, Mori (1999a) draws
on the second language literature by selecting 17 major belief
constructs, including foreign language aptitude, the nature of
language, the nature of language learning, reliance on authority,
the difficulty of language learning, and the efficacy of certain
strategies.

For the purpose of the present study, a language learning beliefs
questionnaire which consists of 5 major areas has been developed and
used to collect data to investigate AFL learners’ beliefs.
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The study:
The purpose of the study:

Given that the present study is the first empirical research
conducted on learner beliefs in the TAFL (Teaching Arabic as a
Foreign Language) in Saudi Arabia, its purpose is to examine the
beliefs which AFL learners hold about language learning.

The context of the study:

This study was conducted in The Institute of Teaching Arabic to
Non-Arabs (ITANA) in Riyadh. ITANA provides two courses in TAFL:
one is intensive and the other is non-intensive. The duration of the
study in the intensive course is two academic years and the course is
divided into four levels, each spanning one academic term of sixteen
weeks. This course is held in the morning, five hours a day, five days a
week. The non-intensive course is held during the evenings for those
people who work in Saudi Arabia and who do not speak Arabic, and
are unable to attend daytime courses due to their work commitments.
This course lasts for a period of three years and is divided into six
levels, each of which lasts sixteen weeks. Students on this course study
only on two days for six hours a week.

At ITANA, the Teaching Arabic Series, which consists of thirty-
seven textbooks, is the core syllabus. It is a complete curriculum,
comprising TAFL and the principles of Islamic Sciences. The general
aims of this series are 1) to qualify learners to study at university
level, 2) to enable learners to speak, read and write fluently, 3) to
enable learners to understand the media, and 4) to provide learners
with religious instruction.

The teaching style followed at ITANA is generally a teacher-
centred one. The teaching method is a traditional one which is based
on rote learning rather than improving language skills through
communication. The teacher-learner relationship is relatively formal.
The role of the learner as active agent in his own learning is still
ignored. Teachers rarely take into account different learning styles
and strategies, even though some teachers might attempt to deal with
individual differences on an ad hoc basis.
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Arabic belongs to the Semitic group of languages and is the
official language in all Arabic countries. Arabic is a synthetic, or
inflectional, language rather than an analytic language, so there are
major differences between the structure of Arabic and that of English
or other Indo-European languages. In Indo-European languages,
words tend to be made up of a relatively stable root, and a system of
affixes that are added on to this stem. Arabic words are based instead
on a root that normally consists of three consonants, and these three
consonants can be combined with different patterns of vowels to
produce a whole family of words that share an associated meaning. In
addition, diglossia (Standard Arabic and Colloquial Arabic) is an
extremely important feature of Arabic. Another key feature of Arabic
is the short vowels. Short vowels which are written above or below the
consonant they follow (they are not written in most modern Arabic
texts) play an important role in determining the meaning of words.

Arabic alphabet consists of 29 letters. The script is a cursive one,
in which most of the letters are written in slightly different forms
according to whether they stand alone or are joined to a following or
preceding letter. The basic part of the letter, however, remains
unchanged. Some Arabic letters are attachable only to letters
preceding them, and some are attachable to letters preceding and
Jollowing them. This feature of Arabic orthography seems to constitute
a major difficulty in Arabic writing for non-native speakers.
Moreover, some letters have a similar shape and are distinguished
only by the presence/absence, position or number of superscript or
subscript dots. Every letter has four different forms: isolated, initial,
medial and final.

The instrument:

As mentioned earlier, a Language Learning Belief Questionnaire
(LLBQ) which consists of 5 major areas was developed. The
questionnaire items have been taken from two main sources:
Horwitz’s (1987) questionnaire (BALLI) and Cotterall’s (1999)
questionnaire. As the two questionnaires were designed for learning
environments different from TAFL, it was deemed necessary to make
some modifications to some of the items, to suit AFL learners. Some
other items which are relevant to learning Arabic have been added by
the researcher.
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The LLBQ contains 43 items and assesses learner beliefs in five
major areas:

1. The nature of language learning: 14 items.

2. The nature of Arabic: 6 items.

3. Therole of the teacher: 8 items.

4. Foreign language aptitude: 4 items.

5. Learning and communication strategies: 11 items.

All of the items of the questionnaire are of the Likert type,
consisting of a statement to which respondents are asked to indicate
one of five responses: strongly agree, agree, undecided, disagree, or
strongly disagree. The questionnaire was checked by two colleagues
to judge the relevance and clarity of the items.

The LLBQ is available in two versions: one in Arabic and the
other in English, and the students were free to choose either.
However, administering an Arabic questionnaire to a group of
learners of Arabic is one of the limitations of the methodology of the
present study, because it is possible that the participants
misunderstood some items or interpreted them in ways different from
those intended by the researcher.

As a measure of internal consistency, Cronbach alpha was
chosen as the reliability index on continuous data such as the Likert-
type scale used in the LLBQ. The item scales in the LLBQ show a
good reliability of . 72.

The participants:

The participants in this study were 182 learners of Arabic
studying in both courses (intensive and non-intensive). The group
consisted of various cultural backgrounds and different proficiency
levels.

The LLBQ was administered by the researcher himself in a one
hour session during the second and third weeks of the term (February
2002). The participants received oral instructions from the researcher
about how to complete the LLB(Q, and were encouraged to seek
clarification of any items they did not understand.
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Data analysis:

The participants’ responses to the 43 items of the LLBQ were
analysed descriptively by calculating percentage and mean scores.
The results of this analysis are discussed below.

The results:

At first, the means and standard deviations for each of the 43 LLBQ
items are shown in Table 1 below. As can be seen from Table 1, the 13
items with which the respondents agreed most strongly (items which had
a mean of 4 or higher) deal with several different beliefs. Five items out
of these 13 are beliefs about the role of the teacher: the role of the
teacher is to help them effectively, to create opportunities for them to
practise, to identify their difficulties, to offer to help them and to tell them
what progress they are making. Moreover, six of the items with which the
respondents agreed most strongly concern the nature of language
learning: practice, efforts and the teacher play important roles in
successful language learning, the importance of cultural contact and of
learning grammar and the normality of making mistakes.

On the other hand, Table I shows that only five items were
disagreed most strongly by the participants (items which had a mean
of less than 3) and three of them are beliefs about the nature of
Arabic: Colloquial Arabic is easier than the Standard, short vowels
cause difficulties and writing Arabic letters is difficult.

Mean _SD  Item

447 1.03 5 ltis bestto learn Arabic in an Arabic-speaking country

436 096 34 Practice plays an important role in successful language
learning

4.31 0.88 23 Therole of the teacher is to help me learn effectively

426 1.04 8 lItisimportant to repeat and practice a lot

422 089 28 The role of the teacher is to create opportunities for me to
practise

4.20 089 I  Some people have a special ability for learning Arabic

4.13 095 38 My own effort plays an important role in successful
language learning

4.13 1.13 27 Making mistakes is a natural part of learning

412 1.12 2  The language teacher plays an important role in successful
language learning

4.09 1.14 13 The most important part of learning a foreign language is
learning grammar

4.07 1.0]1 17 Therole of the teacher is to say what my difficulties are
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Mean SD _ Item
4.06 1 42 Therole of the teacher is to affer to help me
4 0.97 26 The role of the teacher is to tell me what progress I am

making

396 1.06 30 Language learning takes a long time

391 117 18 It is necessary to know about Arabic culture in order to
speak Arabic

3.89 1.07 39 Theroleofthe teacher is to give me regular tests

383 1.23 10 My language learning success depends on what I do outside
the classroom

3.81 1.17 32 Everyone can learn to speak a foreign language

377 1.20 43 My language learning success depends on what the teacher
does in the classroom

376 091 16 Iknow how to find my own ways of practising

375 1.16 14 Therole of the teacher is to tell me what to do

372 1.12 6 The most important part of learning a foreign language is
learning vocabulary

3.69 1.12 25 Iknow how to ask for help when I need it

369 1.18 20 Therole of the teacher is to set my learning goals

3.68 096 37 [know how to set my own learning goals

3.67 111 29 My language learning success depends on what I do in the
classroom

3.67 098 7 Iknow how to plan my learning

365 1.06 9 [Ihaveaspecial ability for learning Arabic

3.64 132 15 The existence of Colloguial Arabic makes learning
Standard Arabic more difficult

3.60 089 33 Iknow how to measure my progress

352 117 40 Itis ok to guess if I do not know a word in Arabic

351 098 31 Iknow how to identify my strengths and weaknesses

351 1.34 12 It is easier to read and write Arabic than to speak and
understand it

3.38 131 1] The most important part of learning Arabic is learning how
to translate from my native language

3.24 101 19 Iknow how to check my work for mistakes

3.17 136 35 It is easier for someone who already speaks a foreign
language to learn Arabic

3.14 130 3  Arabicis easy to learn

3.01 1.27 36 1Ifeel timid speaking Arabic with other people

288 147 24 Learning Colloquial Arabic is easier than learning
Standard Arabic

286 130 41 Short vowels cause difficulties in learning Arabic

271 1.24 22 Learning how to write Arabic letters is one of the most
difficult parts of learning Arabic

2.57 145 4 Ishould not say anything in Arabic until I say it correctly

226 116 21 All people learn languages in the same way

Table 1

Descriptive statistics: the mean and standard deviation for each item in the LLBQ
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Following this identification of the items that have been agreed and
disagreed most strongly by the participants across the whole
questionnaire, the following sections will discuss the results in relation to
the five variables which the LLBQ statements had been designed to
investigate. In discussing the results, the participants’ column 1 and 2
responses (strongly agree and agree) are presented together, as are their
column 4 and 5 responses (disagree and strongly disagree). This has
been done in order to allow generalisations to be made about overall
trends in the participants’ responses.

The nature of language learning:
(Items: 2, 5, 6, 10, 11, 13, 18, 21, 27, 29, 30, 34, 38, and 43)

This category includes a broad range of items related to the
nature of language learning and to the successful language learning.
Two items (5 and 18) concern the role of culture in language learning.
As Table 2 shows, the participants’ responses to these items revealed
that the majority of them believe in the importance of cultural contact
and knowledge in language learning (Item 5: 88% and Item 18: 74%,).

As regards to the items related to the learners’ conception of the
focus of the language learning task, the majority of the participants
considered the most important parts of learning a foreign language
are learning the grammar (Item 13: 80%) and learning vocabulary
(Item 6: 71%), but little more than half of them agree with the idea
that translation is the most important part of learning Arabic (Item
11: 56%). It seems that AFL learners shared the widespread belief
that learning a foreign language is merely a matter of learning
grammar rules or vocabulary items (Horwitz 1987).

Items 2, 10, 29, 34, 38, and 43 sought to probe participants’
perception of variables believed to contribute to language learning
success. As Table 2 indicates, 71% of the respondents believed that
their success in language learning depends on what they do outside
the classroom (Item 10), 66% felt that their success depends on what
they do in the classroom (Item 29) and 67% believed that their success
depends on what the teacher does in the classroom (Item 43). In
addition, the majority of the respondents held the view that practice
(Item 34: 87%), the teacher (Item 2: 78%) and their own effort (Item
38: 78%) play important roles in successful language learning. The
overall pattern appears to suggest that while these learners
considered their own efforts (inside and outside classroom) to be very
important factor in their success, they place a great emphasis on the
role of the teacher as a major element in that success.
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Table 2 also shows that the majority of the participants agree
with the ideas that making mistakes is a natural part of learning (Item
27: 80%) and language learning takes a long time (Item 30: 75%). On
the other hand, most of them disagree with the idea that all people
learn languages in the same way (Item 21: 69%).

Items

Strongly

agree

Agree

Undecided Disagree

Strongly

disagree

2

10

11

13

18

21
27
29

30

34

38

43

The language teacher plays
an  important  role in
successful language learning
It is best to learn Arabic in
an Arabic-speaking country
The most important part of
learning a foreign language
is learning Arabic

My  language  learning
success depends on what I
do outside the classroom

The most important part of
learning Arabic is learning
how to translate from my
native language

The most important part of
learning a foreign language
is learning grammar

It is necessary to know about
Arabic culture in order to
speak Arabic

All people learn languages
in the same way

Making mistakes is a natural
part of learning

My  language  learning
success depends on what I
do in the classroom
Language learning takes a
long time

Practice plays an important
role in successful language
learning

My own effort plays an
important role in successful
language learning

My  language  learning
success depends on what the
teacher does in  the
classroom

49.7

70.3
23.8

36.7

22.8

46.7

38.7

49
484

23.8

359

58

42.5

33.1

28.7

18.1

47.5

344

339

34.1

354

13.7
324
425

39.8

298

359

348

9.4

38

10.5

11.1

49

6.6

12.1
8.8
155

11

5.5

14.9

133

8.3

33
13.3

11.1

22.8

9.9

16.6

407
44

13.8

11

39

13.3

39

44

5

6.7

9.4

44

2.8

28.6

44

22

2.8

17

55

Table 2
Responses to Likert Scale nature of language learning items (expressed as
percentage of total population)
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The nature of Arabic:
(Items 3, 12, 15, 22, 24 and 41)

These items concern beliefs about the nature of Arabic language.
Table 3 indicates that the majority of the participants believed that the
existence of Colloquial Arabic makes learning Standard Arabic more
difficult (Item 15: 62%). This means that these learners are aware of the
diglossic situation of Arabic and its negative impact on learning the
Standard variety. Almost half of the respondents also agreed with the
statement that Arabic is easy to learn (Item 3: 48%), but 39 % disagreed
with this view. Furthermore, fewer than half of them agreed with idea that
reading and writing in Arabic is easier than speaking and understanding
(Item 12: 42%,), and a third of them (30%) disagreed with this idea.

On the other hand, Table 3 shows that over half of the
participants (52%,) disagreed with the view that learning how to write
Arabic letters is difficult (Item 22). Moreover, while nearly half of the
respondents do not believe that learning Colloguial Arabic is easier
than learning Standard Arabic (Item 24: 45%), 39% agreed with the
idea. And although that almost half of the participants did not agree
with the statement that short vowels cause difficulties in learning
Arabic (Item 41: 46%), 39% agreed with it.

Items Strongly Agree Undecided Disagree St.rongly
agree disagree
3 Arabic is easy to learn 154 333 12.1 27.5 115
12 It is easier to read and  29.] 13.3 9.3 214 88

write Arabic than to speak
and understand it

15 The existence of Collogquial ~ 33.1 29.3 14.9 13.3 9.4
Arabic makes learning
Standard  Arabic  more
difficult

22 Learning how to write 10.6 183 183 36.7 16.1
Arabic letters is one of the
most  difficult parts of

) learning Arabic

24 Learning Colloguial 187 20.9 154 19.8 25.3
Arabic is easier than
learning Standard Arabic

41 Shortvowels cause difficulties  10.5 293 13.8 28.7 17.7
in learning Arabic

Table 3
Responses to Likert Scale nature of Arabic item
(expressed as percentage of total population)
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The role of the teacher:
(Items 14, 17, 20, 23, 26, 28, 39 and 42)

These items concern the functions of the language teacher. Table
4 shows that the majority of the participants saw the teacher’s role as
consisting of helping learners learn effectively (Item 23: 88%),
creating opportunities for them to practise (Item 28: 84%), offering
them help (Item 42: 84 %), identifying learners’ difficulties (Item 17:
79%), discussing their progress with them (Item 26: 79%), giving
them regular tests (Item 39: 73%,), telling them what to do in their
learning (Item 14: 67%) and setting their learning goals (Item 20:
66%). The above beliefs seem to reflect the perception of learners
studying in a traditional teacher-led environment such as the TAFL
context.

Items Strongly Agree Undecided Disagree S{mng by
agree disagree

14 The role of the teacheristo  30.8 36.3 13.7 154 38
tell me what to do

17 The role of the teacher is to 396 40.1 11 6.6 2.7
say what my difficulties are

20 The role of the teacher is to 27.1 398 14.9 11.6 6.6
set my learning goals

23 Therole of the teacheristo 494 389 6.7 2.8 22
help me learn effectively

26 The role of the teacher is to 33 46.7 9.3 9.3 16
tell me what progress I am
making

28  Therole of the teacheristo  44.8 398 9.4 5 1.1
create opportunities for me
to practise

39 Therole of the teacher is to 322 41.1 133 10 33
give me regular tests

42 The role of the teacheristo  34.8 49.2 7.2 44 4.4
offer to help me

Table 4

Responses to Likert Scale role of the teacher items
(expressed as percentage of total population)

Foreign language aptitude:
(Items 1, 9, 32 and 35)

These items concern the general existence of specialized abilities
for language learning. As Table 5 indicates, the vast majority of the
participants endorsed the concept of foreign language aptitude: 87%
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of them agreed with the statement that some people have a special
ability for learning Arabic (Item 1). Interestingly, the majority of these
respondents (65%) said that they themselves posses a special ability
for learning Arabic (Item 9). Accordingly, most of them (71%)
believed that everyone can learn to speak a foreign language (Item
32). These responses indicate that many of these learners have
positive assessment of their own language abilities. Table 5 also
shows that almost half of the respondents (49%,) agreed with the idea
that learning Arabic is easier for someone who already speaks a
foreign language (Item 35).

Items Strongly Agree Undecided Disagree Sfrongly
agree disagree
) Some people have a special 42 45.3 5 6.6 1.1
ability for learning Arabic
9 I have a special ability for ~ 20.9 44.5 17 14.3 33
learning Arabic
32  Everyone can learn to 32 392 11.6 11.6 55
speak a foreign language
35 It is easier for someone 19.4 30 11.7 256 13.3

who already speaks a
Joreign language to learn
Arabic

Table 5
Responses to Likert Scale foreign language aptitude items
(expressed as percentage of total population)

Language learning and communication strategies:
(Items 4, 7, 8, 16, 19, 25, 31, 33, 36, 37 and 40).

Three items of these (4, 36 and 40) concern communication
strategies and eight items (7, 8, 16, 19, 25, 31, 33 and 37) concern
learning strategies considered important in successful learning. As
can be seen in Table 6, Regarding communication strategies, more
than half of the respondents do not believe that they should not say
anything in Arabic until they could say it correctly (Item 4: 54%), and
more than a third of them (32%) agreed with this view. In addition,
60% of these learners showed the willingness to guess (Item 40). In
respect of the item about feeling timid when communicating (Item 36),
the results were mixed: 45 % of the participants stated that they feel
timid, whereas 42% said they do not.
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Table 6 also shows that the majority of the participants reported
knowing how to find ways of practising (Item 16: 68%,), set their
learning goals (Item 37: 66%), ask for help (Item 25: 66%), plan their
learning (Item 7: 65%) and measure their progress (Item 33: 61%).
Furthermore, more than half of the respondents reported knowing
how to identify their strengths and weaknesses (Item 31: 58%), while
25% of the population were undecided about this strategy. These
results are very encouraging and promising because of the
importance of these strategies in successful language learning.
However, fewer than half of these learners (43%) reported knowing
how to check their work for mistakes (Item 19), whereas a third of
them (33 %) selected a neutral response regarding this strategy.
Finally, the vast majority of the participants (81%,) agreed that it is
important to repeat and practise a lot (Item §).

Items Strongly Agree Undecided Disagree S{rongly
agree disagree

4 I should not say anything  13.3 18.8 13.3 2135 33.1
in Arabic until I say it

correctly

7 I know how to plan my 17.7 47.5 215 10.5 2.8
learning

8 It is important to repeat 56 25.8 9.9 49 33

~ and practice a lot

16 I know how to find my own 19.4 48.9 21.1 9.4 1.1
ways of practising

19 I know how to check my 8.8 34.6 33 19.2 44
work for mistakes

25 I know how to ask for help 24.4 42.2 17.2 10.6 5.0
when [ need it

31 I know how to identify my  11.8 46.6 253 12,9 34
strengths and weaknesses

33 I know how to measure my  12.2 48.9 27.8 8.9 22
progress

36 I feel timid speaking 11.] 33.9 12.8 28.9 13.3
Arabic with other people

37 I know how to set my own 16.7 50 20.6 10 2.8
learning goals
40  Itis ok to guess if Ido not  21.1 39.4 14.4 20 5

know a word in Arabic

Table 6
Responses to Likert Scale language learning and communication strategies items
(expressed as percentage of total population)
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Discussion and conclusions:

The purpose of the present study was to investigate the beliefs which
AFL learners in Saudi Arabia hold about language learning. In the
following paragraphs, the overall trends and patterns in the beliefs
reported by this group of learners are highlighted and discussed.

The participants’ beliefs concerning some aspects of language
learning are very positive and compatible with the views of the researchers
in the field. The majority of these participants believed in the importance of
cultural contact and knowledge in language learning, and agreed that
mistakes are normal, that language learning takes a long time and that
different people learn languages in different ways (Table 2).

Regarding variables that believed to contribute to successful
language learning (Table 2), the overall trend seems to suggest that
AFL learners believe that their success in language learning depends
largely on their efforts in and out of the class, which is encouraging
and promising, but at the same time they appear to feel that this
success cannot be achieved without the teacher assistance, which was
expected in a traditional teacher-fronted learning environment such
as the TAFL context.

One of the main trends which ran counter to the researcher’s
expectation is the participants’ beliefs about various cognitive and
metacognitive strategies included in the questionnaire (Table 6). The
majority of the respondents reported knowing how to adopt goal-
setting strategy (metacognitive), asking for help strategy (social),
planning strategy (metacognitive), evaluation strategy
(metacognitive), finding ways of practising strategy (cognitive),
identifying strengths and weaknesses strategy (metacognitive) and
guessing strategy (cognitive). The metacognitive strategies of setting
goals, planning, evaluation and problem identification are believed to
be essential learning strategies (O’Malley and Chamot 1990). The
importance of guessing and its effectiveness has also been widely
recognized (Xiaolong 1988, Hulstijn 1992).

Although the participants’ responses to strategies-related items
seem to be positive and promising and would indicate that they are
self-dependent (Table 6), their responses to the role of the teachers
items were rather discouraging and would suggest that these learners
are teacher-dependent (Tables 1 and 4). For example, while 68, 3 %
of the respondents reported knowing how to find ways of practising,
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84, 6 % of them saw that creating opportunities for practice is one of
the teacher roles, and 61, 1 % reported knowing how to measure their
progress, whereas 79,7 % thought that the role of the teacher is to tell
them what progress they are making. These results would suggest that
in spite of the fact that these learners believe that they have the ability
to adopt a number of key learning strategies, it seems that they do not
have enough confidence to carry out such strategies. Another
possibility is that these learners may have thought that the
employment of these strategies is the responsibility of the teacher,
even if learners can adopt them by themselves.

Analysis of the results of this study has highlighted a number of
areas which warrant further research. First, given that this study is
the first empirical research on learner beliefs conducted in the TAFL
context in Saudi Arabia, its findings need to be confirmed and more
research should be done in this area. The accumulation of findings
can add to our knowledge and understanding of learner beliefs.
Second, AFL learners’ beliefs investigated in this study and the beliefs
held by many ESL/EFL students (Horwitz 1987; Cotterall 1999) about
the nature of language learning and foreign language aptitude seem
to be consistent and positive. However, students’ beliefs about their
role and the teacher’s role and about their knowledge and ability to
adopt learning strategies appear to be unclear and sometimes
discouraging. Therefore, future research needs to target this area of
students’ beliefs systematically and elaborately because this area is
more controversial. A third focus for future research might be the
exploration of the possibility of changing or modifying students’
beliefs through raising awareness and strategy training courses.

The implications of the present study for intervention are that
AFL teachers need to allocate class time to discuss with the students
their beliefs about different aspects of language learning, especially
their beliefs concerning students’ and teachers’ roles in the process of
language learning. Teachers need also to raise students’ awareness of
various cognitive and metacognitive strategies, as well as to provide
learners with opportunities to practise using these strategies.
Furthermore, teachers should help students to build their self-
dependence and self-confidence.
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Appendix 1:
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12.

13.

14.
15.

16.
17.
18.

19.
20.
21
22.

23.
24.

25.
26.
27.
28.

29.

1 strongly agree 2 agree 3 undecided 4 disagree 5 strongly disagree

Some people have a special ability for learning Arabic 1
The language teacher plays an important role in successful !
language learning

Arabic is easy to learn 1
I should not say anything in Arabic until I can say it correctly |
It is best to learn Arabic in an Arabic-speaking country ]

The most important part of learning a foreign language is |
learning vocabulary

I know how to plan my learning

1t is important to repeat a lot

I have a special ability for learning Arabic

My language learning success depends on what I do outside
the classroom

The most important part of learning Arabic is learning how to 1
translate from my native language

It is easier to read and write Arabic than to speak and !
understand it

The most important part of learning a foreign language is |
learning the grammar

The role of the teacher is to tell me what to do !
The existence of Colloquial Arabic makes learning Standard 1
Arabic more difficult

1 know how to find my own ways of practising 1
The role of the teacher is to say what my difficulties are ]
It is necessary to know about Arabic culture in order to speak |
Arabi

I know how to check my work for mistakes

The role of the teacher is to set my learning goals

All people learn languages in the same way

Learning how to write the different forms of Arabic letters is
one of the most difficult parts of learning Arabic

The role of the teacher is to help me learn effectively 1
Learning Colloquial Arabic is easier than learning Standard 1
Arabic
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1 know how to ask for help when I need it 1
The role of the teacher is to tell me what progress I am making |
Making mistakes is a natural part of learning 1

The role of the teacher is to create opportunities for me to |
practise

My language learning success depends on what I do in the |
classroom
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30.
31
32
33.
34.

35.

36.
37.
38.

39.
40.
41.
42.
43.

Language learning takes a long time

I know how to identify my strengths and weaknesses

Everyone can learn to speak a foreign language

I know how to measure my progress

Practice plays an important role in successful language
learning

It is easier for someone who already speaks a foreign language
to learn Arabic

1 feel timid speaking Arabic with other people

I know how to set my own learning goals

My own effort plays an important role in successful language
learning

The role of the teacher is to give me regular tests

It is ok to guess if I do not know a word in Arabic

Short vowels cause difficulties in learning Arabic

The role of the teacher is to offer to help me

My language learning success depends on what the teacher
does in the classroom
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The purpose of this study is to evaluate the training
course of school principals offered by The College of
Teachers in Riyadh as perceived by the trainees. After
developing the instrument, it was conduced using a
sample of (60) trainees who attended the course No.(14)
in the second term of the academic year (1421-1422H).
The analysis of the results supported that such a course
achieves its objectives and also there is a strong

correlation between training entities and program goals.
The participants’ trainees agreed on that the trainers’
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competencies vary. They also explained that some of
training entities such as computer training do not
provide sufficient time and some others focus on the
theoretical part which is unappreciated by the trainees.
The participants see schooling skills training entity to be
the most important one, whilst educational lecturing
entity is found to be useless and suggested to by omitted
from the program and replaced by the curricula and
teaching methods entity.
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