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The Behavioral Characteristics of Kindergarten Gifted Children in
Saudi Arabia: Construction and Validation of a Scale

Abdullah M. Aljughaiman, Ph.D.
Dean of Al-hassa Teachers' College
King Faisal University

Usama M. Abdel-Majeed, Ph.D.
King Abdul-Aziz and his Companions Foundation for Giftedness and Creativity
Associate Professor of Educational Psychology — University of Sohag, Egypt

Abstract: This study aimed at developing a scale of behavioral characteristics of
kindergarten-gifted children to be used in nominating children for gifted programs in
Saudi Arabia. To achieve this goal, a blueprint of the scale was developed based on
pertinent litérature of the behavioral characteristics of gifted children. The blueprint
of the scale was submitted to a jury of specialists in the field of gifted education to
decide on its appropriateness and applicability in the Saudi context. Some
modifications were made on the blueprint of the scale based on the recommendations
of the jury members. Then the scale was applied by (50) kindergarten female teachers
who have evaluated (539) male and female kindergarten children in the
neighborhoods of Riyadh, Jeddah and the Eastern Provenance in Saudi Arabia. To
establish the factorial structure of the scale, a factor analysis was run on the results of
the pre-administration. This yielded five dimensions of behavioral characteristics
including: motivation and the desire to learn, language characteristics, learning styles,
personality traits, and logical/math thinking characteristics. Reliability of the scale
was calculated using the split-half and o Cronbach formula. In addition, the
discriminative power of the scale items was calculated. Results indicated that a
difference does exist between males and females in various scale dimensions.
Statistically significant differences in the dimensions of motivation and language
characteristics were found favoring female children. Results have also shown that
there exists a statistically significant difference between males and females in the
dimension of the logical/mathematical thinking favoring male children. In addition,
ANOVA results revealed the existence of differences between three stages of age for
the advantage of the older ages. Generally, resuits of the study indicated that the scale
is valid for use in identifying gifted children between (3-6) years of age.

Keywords: Identification of gifted children, Behavioral characteristics scale,
kindergarten-gifted children
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Abstract
This study aimed at identifying the training needs of Arabic languages teachers

from their points of view, and its relation with their teaching behavior as is seen by Arabic
supervisors.

The sample of study consisted of (54) teachers, (30) males & (24) females.

They were chosen randomly from the population of the study in order to achieve the
aims of the study questionnaire consisted of (20) items assessing (24) class rooms skills.

A chick list was also used assessing 24 skills. The reliability of the questionnaire was
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(0.78) and the check list (0.84).

The teacher's needs were either moderate or few from their points of view, as far the
supervisor's view, these needs were seen great or moderate.
The study revealed also that there is a positive relation between the teachers and the

SUPEIVisors view.

It also revealed that there is a negative relation between the teacher's estimates of
their needs the supervisor's observation of their behavior.
The study concluded with a number of recommendations.
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‘ Cooperation between school and local
Community in Riyadh Area, Saudi Arabia: current relations and

mechanisms for improvement

by. Dr. Fahad S. Alsultan
The purpose of this study was to determine how effective the current
relationship between school and local community in the Riyadh area. It also aims at
identifying the properties of such programs, the mechanisms and means they utilize,
and the obstacles that stand in the way of their implementation. The researcher used
the descriptive methodology. The study’s population consists of (841) principals of
elementary, intermediate and high schools in the Riyadh area. A random sample of
(212) participants responded to a questionnaire. The study’s findings indicated that a
very low cooperation and relationship currently exist. The study’s findings also
highlighted: mechanisms to improve cooperative programs It also unveiled the
benefits gained by schools and local community through cooperative programs.

Furthermore, the study also included a number of recommendations and proposals
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The Sudanese Form Of Teachers’ Inventory
for Rating Gifted Children Traits

"’Alecso Inventory for Screening Gifted Children'

Dr. Salah Eldin Farah Attallah

Special Education Department, College of Education
King Suad University, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

Abstract: This study deals with the psychometric properties of the Teachers
Inventory for rating gifted Children traits in basic education stage. Subjects were
(2216) pupils (57,5%) males, (42,5%) females, their ages is ranging between (8§ -
12) years, with a mean (9,8) years, & a SD (1,17). Validity was checked by:
content validity, factorial validity, & concept validity. The three procedures
revealed that the Inventory is valid; Experts confirmed the validity of the
inventory; the factorial analysis showed five factors; items were highly correlated
to its dimensions & to the total score, also dimensions correlated to each other &

“with the total score, all these correlations were significant at the level of (0,01).

Reliability is computed by Cronbach’s alpha coefficient its ranging between
(0,759 — 0,969); and half spilt then modified by equations of Guttmann,
Spearman- Brown, its ranging between (0,501- 0,919).Percentiles norms

computed, for males, females, & for all subjects.
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Evaluating the Status of the Science
Track Program At Teachers Colleges

Abstract

This study has sought to evaluate the current status of the Science Track Program
(STP) at Teachers' Colleges , and to investigate the possible ways to enhance the
teaching performance in such a program. To achieve such an objective the researcher
has asked the faculty members in the STP to respond to a research tool. The results of
this study have revealed the following:

1- 25% of the teaching staff are not holding a ph.D. Those members are asked to
teach some science courses.

2- 75% of the faculty members are not Saudis , more efforts have to be exerted by
the Teachers' Colleges leaderships to secure more competent Saudi faculty
members

3- 61% of the faculty members have received no training at all in the science
teaching methodology.

4- 27% of the faculty members are lacking adequate computer skills.

5- 31% of the faculty members don’t provide their students the opportunity to
evaluate the courses they are studying.

6- 70% of faculty members do not participate in supervising and evaluating their
science students during their internship program.

7- Teaching effectiveness in the STP is currently jeopardized by the high number
of students admitted to the science program. (classes are crowded)

8- The lecturing teaching strategy is the most common teaching strategy at the
expense of other effective approaches.

9- Faculty members pointed out that students admitted to STP are lacking basic
scientific knowledge (i.e. The program admission criteria need to be
reviewed).

10- There is a heavy reliance on photocopied materials (instead of university
textbooks).

11- No significant difference among faculty members in practicing some effective
teaching behaviors can be attributed to previous training in science teaching.
The researcher concluded that STP is generally ineffective. At the end of the study

some recommendations were suggested.
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Utilizing E-Learning on the Light of Total Quality Standards in Saudi
Arabia Public Education
(Prospective Imaging)

Recently, Saudi Arabia increase the interest in e-learning, that i1s evidence
by some developments within the policy of the Ministry of Education, and there
are applications refers to e-learning experience in Saudi Arabia achieved what is
required of them, already they began implementation the program of adopted
curriculums by the Ministry of Education on CD-ROM at schools in some
regions and cities at Kingdom such as Riyadh, Jubail, Madinah, Qassim, so they
scheduled to put up the experiment extensively with effect from the next
academic year 1429-1430H, where the Ministry has begun providing computers
not exceeding 800 grams, containing 330 books of all academic levels.

The problem of study identified in the main question follows:

What is the prospective imaging to utilize e-learning in public education on
the light of total quality standards?

The answer of this question is by answering the following questions:

1.What are the total quality standards to utilize e-learning in public
education?

2.What are the requirements to utilize e-learning in public education?

3.What is the prospective imagine to utilize e-learning in public education?
The study tool includes requirements for utilizing e-learning in Saudi public
education. The researcher used descriptive, analytical approach in this study.
The study sample represents in opinions of concerned experts in Education
Technologies of Teaching Staff, Programmers selected according to their efforts
and activities in the field of E-learning.

On the light of results and with the format which guarantees the
achievement of total quality in the whole educational process, the researcher
reached to prospective imaging a for the utilization of e-learning in public
education schools in Saudi Arabia consists of:

First: e-learning Vision in public education schools in Saudi Arabia.

Second: e-learning mission in public education schools in Saudi Arabia.

Third: The suggestive principles for e-Learning in public education schools
in Saudi Arabia.

Fourth: e-learning objectives in pubic education schools in Saudi Arabia.

Fifth: The assistant elements which help to achieve e-learning vision and
mission in public education schools in Saudi Arabia.

Recommendations

1.Apply this imagine in public schools.

2.Perform assessment study for this imagine and stand our positivism and
negativisms.

Study the possibility of applying this imagine in E-learning program at
university education and others.
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